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Growth of the African Church

Lack of study of African leadership trends

There is significant need to understand the 

leadership dynamics in Portuguese-

speaking and French-speaking Africa

Why this Research Matters
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8041 survey respondents

24 leader profiles and 24 organizational profiles

Insight from three countries (Angola, CAR and 

Kenya) and three languages (English, French, 

Portuguese)

Research Overview
Understanding the project
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The ALS Team

Scholars

Advisers

Interdisciplinary 

Collaborative

Understanding the ALS Working group
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Scope of The 

ALS Research
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Meet The Authors
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17 Insights 
Into leadership in Africa
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3 Influential groups of leaders
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Pastors are very influential among 

Christians in Africa.

Insight 1
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Churches play a variety of strategic 

roles in the lives of African Christians 

and communities.

Insight 2
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Non-clergy leaders also play 

strategic roles in a wide variety of 

areas.

Insight 3
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Women, who make up 60% - 70% of the 

African church, are seen as strategic to 

the strength of the church, but are 

often under-acknowledged and under-

supported.

Insight 4
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African-led parachurch Christian 

organizations are central to 

evangelism, discipleship, and social 

engagement. 

Insight 5
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Five areas were identified as key 

to developing their impact and influence . . . 
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African Christian leaders minister within 

ethnic and interethnic settings where 

intercultural skills, competencies, and 

commitments are crucial to success. 

Insight 6
Ability and opportunity to work interculturally / 

interethnically
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African Christian leaders are 

increasingly part of a “wired” world, 

although with marked constraints. 

Insight 7
Ability and opportunity to navigate a world 

increasingly dependent on technology.
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Mentoring is central to the 

development of leadership in Africa.

Insight 8

Opportunity and commitment to taking 

advantage of mentoring relationships.
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Formal education holds a key role in 

leadership development but it is not 

the only avenue. 

Insight 9
Formal and informal education are key 

to leadership development.
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African Christian leaders and 

organizations achieve success 

through relational networks. 

Insight 10
Opportunity and skills in relational networks 

at the national, regional and global levels.
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Three important areas 

that are receiving varying levels of focus . . . 
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African initiatives that focus on 

youth are strategic. 

Insight 11

Ministry to youth.
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Many African Christian leaders are 

ambivalent about politics, but 

recognize that much is at stake, and 

thus often engage the political arena 

on behalf of the common good.

Insight 12
Integration of Faith and Politics
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While most Christian churches, 

organizations, and leaders have 

minimal focus on relating to Muslims, a 

minority are doing an amazing job in 

this strategic area. 

Insight 13
Outreach to Muslims
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Areas of strength and need 

for us to consider and address together . . . 
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Many Africans do read books, especially 

books that are motivational, practical, 

and oriented towards helping readers 

achieve success.

Insight 14
Committed Readers
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The Bible as the Word of God is 

important in the lives of African 

Christians. 

Insight 15
The role of the Bible strongly reaffirmed
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In Africa there is a strong need for 

local Christian authors. 

Insight 16
Equipping and empowering African 

Christian authors
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The need for local Christian 

authors is especially the case in 

Francophone and Lusophone 

Africa where it is much more 

difficult to acquire knowledge 

about leadership realities. 

Insight 17



AfricaLeadershipStudy.org

Explore these 

17 Insights
www.AfricaLeadershipStudy.org
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Read the new Book:

African 

Christian 

Leadership
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Website Tour
Engaging with the Africa Leadership Study via the Seedbed
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Download the ALS data for your use

Use the ALS resources to engage others 

with the research

Sign up and interact on the forum

Sign Up Today
Explore and discover


